APRIL 2022

Re-Gifting The Gift
AKA’s

By: Deborah Phelps
When faced with a sudden state of homelessness, it was the power of
love, empathy, sympathy and compassion that rescued a 19-year-old
from sleeping in an abandoned vehicle with her 8-month-old baby girl.
This power is called “re-gifting the gift” expressed Gloria Taylor, CEO
and co-founder of Community Women Against Hardship (CWAH).
Re-gifting the gift was when 18-year-old Quentajah Bailey became
aware that the mother of her old friend and former classmate had
relocated to another city. Sadly, her friend was left behind abandoned,
stranded and with no financial or family support available. Quentajah’s
heart was deeply moved. She remembered how CWAH had reached out
to her family when she and her mom, Angela Allen, was once homeless
in 2016 with no place to go for immediate assistance.
Angela boasted with deep appreciation that “one of her greatest
blessings in life was how CWAH turned her homelessness into what is
now a blessed healthy home”. It was already in both Quentajah and her
mom’s heart to reciprocate this same love and compassion CWAH had
shown them during such a critical time in their own lives. Angela said,
her own motto is “to help someone along the way so her own living
would not be in vain” she proclaimed.
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always ready for the regifting
of service. Omicron Theta Omega
held a clothing Drive for CWAH,
volunteer Vinet Holman works hard to
put it all away. She along with
Georgette Truss volunteer every
Wednesday to assist in the boutique.
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Quentajah then reached out to her mom to take her
young friend into their home. Angela shared, “this
was a frequent request she has made over the years
whenever her friends were in need of temporary
shelter”. Of course, her friend did move in and
remained there for about 9 months. This stability
enabled her to find employment at a nearby, local
daycare. Angela humbly stated, “my daughter and I
strived to give her friend the will power and support
needed to push through, just as CWAH had once
given to us. They hugged and loved us through it
all”. So, up until she was able to take her daughter to
work with her at the daycare both Quentajah and
Angela rotated their work and school days to help
with babysitting.
Angela said she believes what you put into the
universe does come back to you. Therefore, she
knew CWAH could further help her with assisting
this young mother and made the referral. As a new
client, the young mother received a multitude of
available services and resources which included over
$1000 in personal items and necessities to ensure a
successful journey along her way. Angela
acknowledged that she believes that God will always
help us and then use each of us to turn around and
help others. As Taylor kindly states, “It is called the
gift of re-gifting”.
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Partnerships and collaborations often
open doors for regifting through
educational opportunities. UMSL
student nurses work with families to
understand health disparities in the St.
Louis Metropolitan area.

PAINTING BY NUMBERS
1.2.3…
Agilis Systems Company
Accounts Payable Dept
volunteers to paint and
rearrange boutique in time
for Spring Shopping
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